
BOOKBOOK

EXPOSE STUDENTS TO 
NEW GENRES!

INTRODUCE YOUR 
STUDENTS TO NEW 
CHOICES!

Head Over Heels For Teaching

A COMPLETE RESOURCE 
TO HOLD YOUR EVENT

tasting



BOOK TASTING TEACHER TIPS 

Head Over Heels For Teaching

Page Resource How to use

8-9 Invites
Use to invite administrators, special guest readers, parents

Print single sided or double sided (page 8 & 9)

10-15 Book Tasting Signs
Display the day before and the day of the event-choose color 

scheme

16-17 Menu Print back to back and fold into a tri-fold

18-19 Placemats
Two versions: photos show page 16 backed on black 

construction paper, use 17 for students to show creativity

20 Name Tents Print and fold in half to make a tent, write student names

21 Reservation List
When students walk in the door, confirm their reservation and 

give table number

22-23 Book Tasting Table Signs Choose option to display at each table

24-31 Table Number Signs
Choose option to display at each table. Pages 26-29 are table tent 

signs, fold in half. 

32 Reflection Napkin Students reflect on their book tasting experience

33-34 Bookmarks Students record book titles to read after event

*other file Genre Posters Two versions: one b/w and one color



BOOK TASTING TEACHER TIPS 
I plan to hold this event 2-3 times a year to introduce my students to new genres and book choices. This 
would be a great evening event to share with parents too. 

Included in this resource: placemats, reflection napkins, bookmarks, genre signs with definitions, event 
signs, table signs, name tents, teacher directions, pages of photos in action. 
**Choose the style and items you’d like printed, many of the resources have two options. Posters (other 
file in the zip file) have a black and white option that can be printed on colored paper or a color version.

Prepping for the event:
1. Decide how many tables you want to set up (that’s how many different genres will be featured). 

Decision may be based on book availability (classroom library and media center).
***(5 tables/genres are shown in photos)

2.     Select 10-15 books to feature for each genre. I placed mine on a serving tray in the center of the   
table. 

3. Decorate room for book tasting. Post signs day before to excite students! I didn’t tell them what the 
event was about, I just posted the sign to pique their curiosity!

4. Students start at one genre table and rotate through all tables during the event. Give them about 5-6 
minutes to read the first few pages of the book selected. *Book selection should be quick, remind 
them they are just “tasting,” they are not committed to finish the book. This will ease any “fears” of 
not selecting the perfect book or being stuck with a book they don’t like. 

5. Students complete the genre or book type, title, and describe the cover. 
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BOOK TASTING TEACHER TIPS 
6. After students read for about 5 minutes, they complete the questions about their book. (what they thought 
about the book, author’s hook, would they read the book, and rating). Rating can be discussed whole class or 
students can decide individually (1-10, 5 stars, A-F, etc.)
7.. Students share their thoughts and feelings about their book at their table group. This allows them to 
elaborate their thinking and introduce their book to others, possibly interesting other students to more books. 
8. To rotate, I ring the service bell and they move to the next table. Same process with all five tables: choose 
a book, answer the first questions, read, complete questions, share and discuss.
9. After the book tasting experience, students reflect on their reflection napkins. *I served light refreshments 
during this time. 

Bookmarks can be completed with their future must read books they were introduced to at the book tasting. 
They may be titles from their menu or another group member’s sharing of a book.

Included in the genre signs/definitions is also graphic novels and books in a series (these are not genres, but 
types of books). I included these to introduce my students to a different format of book and to possibly hook 
them on a series.

After using the placemat as part of your book tasting event to “taste” books, students could fill in words, 
phrases, quotes from books, etc. to represent their experience. 
*An additional placemat “Book Tasting Graffiti” is included if you’d like to use separate from the regular 
placemat.
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BOOK TASTING photo TIPS 

Pique their curiosity with signs!

Reservation list for 
table seating. 

Tables set with 
table cards, 
platter of books, 
candles, genre 
and book tasting 
signs, placemats, 
name tents, and 
menus. 

Students 
respond after 
reading for a 
few minutes on 
their menus.
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BOOK TASTING photo tips

After students get 
a “taste” of their 
book, they share 
with their group 

members. 

I served some 
cookies and punch 
after they rotated 

through all five 
genre tables. They 

ate while 
completing their 
reflection napkin. 

Book tasting and genre 
signs held up with table 
sign holders (wedding 

section of stores).
Signs could also be 
used in a table top 

frame (clear acrylic) or 
simply lay on the tables.
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BOOK TASTING TEACHER TIPS 
To enhance the experience of the book tasting event you can include:
• tablecloths (dollar tree has red/white checked and other plastic tablecloths)
• serving tray to hold books  (serves as a centerpiece)
• tea light holders/candle holders with battery operated lights
• bell to ring to rotate tables
• chef’s hat and/or apron to “serve” books
• Café’ style music playing https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2Q6YO3Ez44

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFZPqpzy36w
• serve snacks & light refreshments (optional)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2Q6YO3Ez44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hFZPqpzy36w
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YOU’RE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR A 
BOOK TASTING!

WE’LL BE “TASTING” NEW BOOK GENRES, 
BOOK AUTHORS, AND BOOK TYPES TO 

EXPAND OUR READING INTERESTS!

WHEN:

WHERE:
PLEASE R.S.V.P. BY ________
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Book

Genre/Book Type:
_______________________

Book Title: _______________
_______________________
_______________________

What do you think of the cover? 
_______________________
_______________________

After reading a few pages, what 
do you think of the book? ____
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

What did the author do to hook 
or interest you in the book? ___
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

Would you read this book? ____

Rating

Genre/Book Type:
_______________________

Book Title: _______________
_______________________
_______________________

What do you think of the cover? 
_______________________
_______________________

After reading a few pages, what 
do you think of the book? ____
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

What did the author do to hook 
or interest you in the book? ___
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

Would you read this book? ____

Rating
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Name ______________________
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Book Tasting Graffiti
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What did you enjoy about the book 
tasting? Did you like books you didn’t 
expect to like? What was surprising 
or interesting to you? How did you like 
being introduced to new books?

Some questions to think about…

Name_______________________

What did you enjoy about the book 
tasting? Did you like books you didn’t 
expect to like? What was surprising 
or interesting to you? How did you like 
being introduced to new books?

Some questions to think about…

Name_______________________
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You may also like these products, click the image. 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Motivational-Reward-Bracelets-1244575
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Motivational-Reward-Bracelets-1244575
Shout-Out-Cards-For-Students-or-Staff-944510
Shout-Out-Cards-For-Students-or-Staff-944510
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Scan-To-Win-Reward-Tickets-620851
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Scan-To-Win-Reward-Tickets-620851
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Wreath-Craftivities-Bundle-Use-with-any-fiction-or-non-fiction-text-1622552
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Wreath-Craftivities-Bundle-Use-with-any-fiction-or-non-fiction-text-1622552
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Theme-Boards-Common-Book-Theme-Posters-Organizers-and-Anchor-Charts-1781922
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Theme-Boards-Common-Book-Theme-Posters-Organizers-and-Anchor-Charts-1781922
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Non-Fiction-With-Post-Its-1091864
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Non-Fiction-With-Post-Its-1091864
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Response-Menus-Bundle-Fiction-Non-Fiction-Common-Core-Aligned-815505


The post-it bookmark is from 
Reading With Post-Its II. 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ultimate-Response-to-Reading-Bundle-Use-with-any-fiction-text-1989557
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ultimate-Response-to-Reading-Bundle-Use-with-any-fiction-text-1989557
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Interactive-Character-Analysis-Posters-846379
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Interactive-Character-Analysis-Posters-846379
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Response-Menus-Bundle-Fiction-Non-Fiction-Common-Core-Aligned-815505
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Differentiated-Graphic-Organizers-for-Grades-3-6-16-Organizers-3-Levels-2131089
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Differentiated-Graphic-Organizers-for-Grades-3-6-16-Organizers-3-Levels-2131089
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Character-Memory-Book-Book-Report-215963
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Character-Memory-Book-Book-Report-215963
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Character-Awards-Character-Traits-1752555
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Book-Character-Awards-Character-Traits-1752555
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Bundle-Words-Activities-Organizers-Assessments-for-the-Year-1929097
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Bundle-Words-Activities-Organizers-Assessments-for-the-Year-1929097
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Independent-Reading-Conferences-Templates-to-Differentiate-Your-Instruction-1961079
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Independent-Reading-Conferences-Templates-to-Differentiate-Your-Instruction-1961079
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-With-Post-Its-II-924902
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-With-Post-Its-II-924902
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Response-Menus-Bundle-Fiction-Non-Fiction-Common-Core-Aligned-815505


+ TpT

Thank You & Shout Outs!

Click to Connect

THANKS SO MUCH!! I appreciate your feedback, purchase, and support!  If you find any errors, please notify me, and I will 
correct them immediately.  E-mail me at headoverheelsforteaching@gmail.com.

**This product is for single classroom use only please.
Enjoy!  

~Joanne

Terms of Use

AWESOME FONTS , CLIPART &  PAPER: 

Please DO:
*Use this product with your students in your class or for your own personal use.
*Buy additional licenses for others to use this product at 50% off by visiting your 
TPT “My Purchases” page.
*Review this product to recommend that others buy it by providing a direct link to 
Joanne Miller’s store or product.
Please DO NOT:
*Give this item to others without the purchase of an additional license for them 
(this includes emailing, printing copies, or sharing through a website, cloud, or network).
*Copy or modify any part of this document to offer others for free or for sale.

http://pinterest.com/joannemille
http://pinterest.com/joannemille
https://www.facebook.com/HeadOverHeelsForTeaching
https://www.facebook.com/HeadOverHeelsForTeaching
http://www.headoverheelsforteaching.blogspot.com/
http://www.headoverheelsforteaching.blogspot.com/
https://instagram.com/headoverheelsforteaching/
https://instagram.com/headoverheelsforteaching/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Joanne-Miller
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Joanne-Miller
mailto:headoverheelsforteaching@gmail.com
http://www.headoverheelsforteaching.blogspot.com/
http://www.headoverheelsforteaching.blogspot.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Commercial-Font-License-SINGLE-FONT-348256
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Commercial-Font-License-SINGLE-FONT-348256
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rebeccab-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rebeccab-Designs
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Product-Covers-and-Borders-Creative-Clips-Digital-Clipart-687359
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Product-Covers-and-Borders-Creative-Clips-Digital-Clipart-687359
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Scrappin-Doodles
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Scrappin-Doodles

