Tune it Out/ Bluestem Baseball

First Base:

1. What is the main character’s name? Lou

2. Where do Lou and her mom live at the beginning of the story? They live in their truck in a campground.

3. What is Lou’s special talent? She is a beautiful singer.

4. How old is Lou? She is 12 years old.

5. TRUE or FALSE: Lou does not like people touching her and she does not like loud unexpected noises. TRUE

6. Lou is sent to live with her aunt and uncle in Nashville. What are her aunt and uncle’s names? Ginger and Dan

7. Why was Lou taken from her mom? Lou had an accident driving the truck. She was only 12 and shouldn’t have been driving.  The police found out she was living in a truck and not going to school.

8. Did Lou go to school when she lived with her mom? No

9. Did Lou like singing on stage? No, she hated singing in front of people

10. When Lou goes to her new school. She meets Andrea the guidance counselor. Andrea thinks she may be able to help Lou. She wants to teach her coping skills. What does Andrea think is going on with Lou? She thinks Lou has SPD or Sensory Processing Disorder


Second Base:


1. Who is Lou’s first friend at her new school? Her first friend is Well.


2. Uncle Dan works at Lou’s new school, what is his job? He is an English teacher.

3. Did Lou have enough to eat when she was living with her mom? No, Lou did have regular meals when she was living with her mom.

4. Who did Lou end up living with at the end of the book? She ended up living with her aunt and uncle. Her mom had also moved to Nashville.

5. Where do Lou’s aunt and Uncle live? They live in Nashville.

6. Lou has a caseworker in Nashville who rides a motorcycle. What is her name? Melissa

7. What cafe did Lou and her mom go to/sing at in Tahoe at the beginning of the book?  Joe’s cafe, Bagels and Joe

8. What item of her mother’s does Lou keep after they are separated? Lou keeps her mom’s guitar.

9. What does Lou learn about her sensory processing disorder by the end of the book?  It isn’t something to be ashamed of.  She can learn skills to make it much easier to live with.


10.  Lou calls her friend Well. What do the other people in the book call him? Maxwell



Third Base:


1. A loud noise really upsets Lou during her first breakfast in Nashville. What is the noise? A blender


2. What noise frightens Lou in drama class? The fire alarm.


3. Where do Lou, Dan and Ginger spend Thanksgiving? In Florida, at the beach.

4. How old was Lou’s mother when she became pregnant with Lou? She was only 17 years old. 

5. Do Jill (Lou’s mom) and Ginger (Lou’s aunt) have any relationship with their parents, Lou’s grandparent? No, they no longer have a relationship with each other.

6. What does Lou drink that is kind of unusual for kids in middle school? Coffee

7. What special treat do both Lou’s mom and Aunt Ginger love from their childhood? They both love frosted animal crackers

8. What does Aunt Ginger find hidden in Lou’s room?  She finds food hidden in Lou’s room.  Lou has never had enough to eat, so she keeps food hidden away.

9. Does Well have a good relationship with his dad? No, they don’t get along very well.

10. Does Lou decide to do drama or sports at her new school? She is in drama class.


Third Base

1. Who does Lou call all the time from her new cell phone? She calls Joe from Bagels and Joe.

2. Does Lou hear from her mom at Ginger’s house? No, Lou doesn’t hear anything from her mom for a long time.

3. What are some to the things that Lou learns to do to manage her sensory processing disorder? She learns to wear headphones or ear plugs when she knows that she will be in a loud situation. She learns that firmer touch is better than softer touch. She learns that she can tolerate touch if she know how long it will last.

4. What is the name of Lou’s new school? Chickering

5. What does Lou have to wear to her new school? She has to wear a uniform.

6. What is Lou’s role in drama class? She is assistant director or AD of the play.

7. Dan coaches a team at Chickering. What does he coach? He coaches the tennis team.

8. Why does Lou’s mom stop speaking to her aunt Ginger? Aunt Ginger wanted to help Lou and her mom out, but Lou’s mom didn’t want to accept the help.

9. How does Well learn that Lou can sing? They are listening to a playlist and he hears Lou singing along.

10.  How does Lou end up singing in the school play? Mary Katherine, the girl who is supposed to sing, gets sick and throws up. Lou has to fill in at the last minute.


Homerun


1. Have Lou and Aunt Ginger ever met before Lou flies out to Nashville for the first time? Yes, they met when Lou was really little.

2. Where did Ginger take Lou when she was a little girl?  They went strawberry picking at a strawberry patch.

3. What does the first social worker give to Lou to calm her on the plane? She gives her an Ipod to drown out the noises the plane makes. 

4. What movie do the kids watch at Well’s house around Halloween? Hocus Pocus

5. What play are they performing at Chickering? Into the woods

 
