The Lion of Mars: Bluestem Baseball

First Base:

1. What is the main character’s name? Bell

2. What planet are they on? Mars

3. TRUE or FALSE: All of the children on the American compound on Mars are orphans. TRUE

4. What is the cat’s name in the story? Leo

5. What is one of the main types of food on Mars? They grow algae to eat.

6. How do they get supplies on Mars? A spaceship delivers supplies every couple of months.

7. Who brought each of the children to Mars? A nanny brought each of the children to Mars.

8. Many different countries had settlements on Mars. Did the American settlements interact with the other settlements at the start of the story? No, they completely kept to themselves.

9. What did the kid’s call the yellow Mar’s rover? The yellow submarine.

10.  What kind of storm happened during the story? A giant dust storm.


Second Base

1. Who was the cook in the book? Salty Bill

2. What happened to all of the American grown-ups on the Mars space compound? They all got really sick and needed medicine.

3. What was the name of the train in the book? The train was called Percy.

4. Who was Bell’s new friend on the French compound? Amelie.

5. Who were all of the children on the American Mars compound? Flossy, Vera, Trey, Albie and Bell.

6. Albie, Bell’s roommate keeps him awake at night. What does Albie do that keeps Bell awake? Albie always snores.

7. What kind of animals were a stow-aways on the supply shipment from Earth? There were mice that were stow-aways.

8. The children got to keep one mouse. What did they name her? Muffin

9. What caused all of the grown-ups to get so sick? They caught a virus that was brought to the compound by all of the mice.

10. What are digi-pics? They are what people living in the future call images or pictures.


Third Base:

1. Why was Sai, the leader of the American Mars colony no longer in communication with any of the other colonies? There was a misunderstanding. Sai thought that people from the other colonies, left Lissa to die. The truth was that they were coming back for Lissa, but she died before they were able to return.

2. Which grown-up runs the Algae farm? Phinneus

3. What are some of the biggest cons with living on Mars? It is a very isolated and lonely environment. The biggest con is that you can never return to Earth.


4. Who is the author of this book? What are some of her other books? The author is Jennifer Holm. Some of her other books are The Fourteenth Goldfish, Babymouse,The third mushroom, All of the sunny books.

5. What inspired the author to write this book? She was inspired by the science surrounding real life space travel.

6. What is the biggest rule on the settlement? The children in the American colony may not interact with anyone from one of the other colonies.

7. Is anyone on the settlement related to Bell? Does he have any siblings or parents? No, he is an orphan.

8. After the train no longer works, how does Bell get to the French and Finnish settlements? He takes an underground tunnel.

9. What is a popular game at the French settlement? Ping pong.

10. What are some of the French foods that Bell & the other children get to try at the French settlement? Baguettes, crepes.

Homerun:

1. What are some of the rules at the settlement? Name two.
*Do not go outside without a buddy 
*Use the alarm bell in an emergency 
*keep a glow stick in your pocket
*rovers are off limit for children
*do not go beyond the flag
*No contact with foreign countries, ever

2. Explain why a book about a space settlement is entitled “The Lion of Mars”? Lions live in communities called Lion Prides. At the beginning of the book, the American settlement was completely isolated.  When they finally joined up with the other settlements they had their pride. The author was trying to express that everyone needs a community.

3. Much of the trouble in the book was caused by a giant dust storm. What inspired the author to write about that?  There are actual dust storms on Mars. They last weeks and sometimes even months. It totally changes the entire environment when it happens.

4. When the children find Muffins the mouse they build him a little habitat. Phinneas tells Bell that he feels sorry for Muffins. What do you think Muffin’s habitat reminds Phinneas of?  It reminds him of life on the settlement. He feels sorry for Muffins, because Muffins is isolated just like all of them.

5. Sai tells Bell that the most important person on the settlement is the cook. Why do you think that’s the case?

6. 

