Shirley Chisholm is a Verb/ Bluestem Baseball Questions

First Base:

1. What type of words are used to describe Shirley Chisolm? Verbs

2. Is “Shirley Chisholm a verb” fiction or nonfiction? Nonfiction

3. Where was Shirley Chisholm born? She was born in Brooklyn, NY

4. Where did Shirley live with her grandparents when she was a little girl? She lived in the Caribbean Island of Barbados.

5. What did Shirley major in? She got her degree in education.

6. What was one of Shirley’s favorite hobbies when she was a little girl? She loved reading.

7. Who was the first black woman ever elected to Congress? Shirley Chisholm

8. What are some of the government programs that Shirley helped create? She helped with the school lunch program. Additionally, she helped with WIC which helps feed in need children and pregnant mothers.

9. TRUE or FALSE: Shirley Chisholm was once quoted as saying “If they don’t give you a seat at the table, bring a folding chair”. TRUE

10.  Did everyone always agree with Shirley? No, she had to fight some really hard battles.







Second Base:


1. What did Shirley dream that Congress would look like? She dreamed that Congress would look like the America that elected her. She wanted everyone to have representation.

2. What was Shirley’s first job after college? She was a nursery school teacher.

3. What languages were the reading tests given in? They were given in whatever language the student primarily spoke.

4. What was Shirley’s first job in politics? She was on the New York state assembly.

5. What inspired the author to write a book about Shirley Chisolm? The author lived in Brooklyn when she was a little girl. She was personally inspired by Shirley and wanted other people to be inspired by her too.

6. Has Shirley Chisholm paved the way for women who come after her? Yes, all of her hard work has made it easier for those that come behind her.

7. TRUE or FALSE: Shirley wanted the people to know that she would never choose money or power over them. TRUE

8. How did Shirley feel when she first traveled to Washington, DC for her job? She felt very lonely. There wasn’t a single person who looked like her. Sometimes being the first can be very hard.

9. What were some of the verbs used in the story? Learn, Negotiate, Listen, Stand, Invite, Campaign, Debate, Inspire, Speak, Represent

10.  TRUE or FALSE: Shirley Chisolm ran for President of the United States. TRUE





Third Base:

1. What languages did Shirley speak when she was campaigning? She spoke both Spanish and English.

2. What was the first award Shirley won? “Salute to Women Doers”

3. How did Shirley think that “payed rent on Earth”? She believed that “Service to others is the rent you pay for your room on Earth”

4. Who was the author of “Shirley Chisholm is a verb” Veronica Chambers

5. What award did Shirley Chisholm win in 2015?  She was awarded the Medal of Freedom.

6. How old was Shirley when she moved back from Barbados to Brooklyn? She was nine years old.

7. Where did Shirley Chisholm go to college? She went to Brooklyn College in Brooklyn, NY

8. Did Shirley Chisholm have any siblings? Yes, she had sisters.

9. How many teachers shared a room at Shirley Chisholm’s elementary school? Three teachers shared a room


Homerun:

1. What does the author say about verbs? Verbs are words that move the world forward.

2. Why did Shirley choose to attend Brooklyn college rather than Vassar and Oberlin? She choose to go to Brooklyn college because she could live at home.  She could not afford room and board at the other colleges.


3. What did Shirley say her hard-working parents had given her? She said they gave her “the spirit of spunk to challenge the age-old traditions” She said she was not afraid of anything or anybody.

4. What other politicians did Shirley Chisholm pave the way for? Geraldine Ferraro, President Barack Obama, Hilary Rodham Clinton and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.

5. What title did Shirley Chisholm and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez share? Congresswoman from New York.


