A Thousand Questions: Bluestem Baseball

First Base:

1. What is the main character’s name? Mimi

2. What country do Mimi and her mom visit? Pakistan

3. Who are Mimi and her mom visiting in Pakistan? Her grandparents

4. TRUE or FALSE At the beginning of the book, Mimi hasn’t seen her dad in years. TRUE

5. What is Sakina’s job? She is a servant who works in Mimi’s grandparent’s home.  Her main job is as an assistant cook. She helps her dad.

6. What kind of shirt does Mimi always wear? She wears graphic tees with sayings on them.

7. What game does Mimi like to play with her grandfather? Chess

8. What does Mimi write in her journal? She writes letters to her dad.

9. What is the weather like when Mimi and her mom are visiting Pakistan? It is really hot.

10. What is happening in Pakistan during Mimi’s visit? There is a big election taking place.


Second Base:

1. Sakina askes Mimi to teach her something. What does she ask Mimi to teach her? She wants Mimi to teach her English.

2. Why does Sakina want to learn English? She wants to go to school. She needs to take an English test to get into the school.

3. Why is the book called “A Thousand Questions”? Both Mimi’s grandmother and Sakina think that Mimi asks a thousand questions.

4. What does Mimi call her grandmother? Nani


5. What does Mimi call her grandfather? Nana

6. What fruit does Sakina have Mimi try? She has her try a mango.

7. What is Mimi’s dad’s job? He is a journalist.

8. TRUE or FALSE: Mimi’s mom is an artist. TRUE

9. How do Sakina and her dad get to Mimi’s grandparent’s home? What do they drive? They drive a motorcycle.

10. Sakina is often worried about her dad eating. Why does she worry about it so much? Her dad is sick with untreated diabetes.

Third Base: 

1. Who gives Sakina money for her dad’s hospital bill?  Mimi’s mom gives Sakina money for the hospital bill

2. Who gives Sakina money for her father’s medicine?  Mimi’s grandparents give Sakina money for his medicine.

3.  Malik stops during their daily outings to pray. Where does he go to pray? He goes to the mosque to pray.

4. What book does Mimi loan Sakina to teach her to read? She loans her a copy of “Diary of a Wimpy Kid” 

5. Why does the author have the book set specifically in Karachi, Pakistan? It is where she is from in Pakistan.

6. Mimi is our main character’s nickname. What is her full name? Maryam

7. Does Sakina have any siblings? Yes, she has a little brother named Jammy

8. Sakina cooks a lot of delicious food in the book. What are some of the things she makes? Roti, Daal, curries, lassi

9. When Mimi and her mom are in the United States who does the cooking? Mimi and her mom cook together.



Homerun:

1. Mimi and her mom wear traditional Pakistani clothing when they meet guests. What is the clothing called? Shalwar Kameez

2. Where is Mimi’s mom going during the day while they are in Pakistan? She is teaching children to paint at the orphanage.

3. What inspired the author to write this book? The author is from Karachi, Pakistan. When she took her children to visit, they were Mimi’s age. 

4. What newspaper does Mimi’s father work for in Pakistan? The Dawn

5. Where does Sakina find the old newspapers at Mimi’s grandparent’s home? She finds them in the pantry. Her father used them for soaking up oil after frying food.

6. Why do you think Mimi writes to her dad in her journal rather than just writing in the journal? These are all the things that she wants to express to her dad

7. Who is the first person who finds Mimi’s dad? Sakina

8. What gift does Mimi give to Sakina’s brother? She gives him little cars.



