Above the Rim: How Elgin Baylor Changed Basketball


1. The book starts out with Elgin Baylor playing stickball in the streets. Why wasn’t he able to play at the many Washington D.C. parks? At that time, the parks were only open to white people. 

2. How old was Elgin when a basketball hoop came to his neighborhood? He was 14 years old.

3. TRUE or FALSE: In the book, it describes Elgin as if he was pulled up by invisible wire.  He was able to just hang in the air. TRUE

4. Where did Elgin say that he learned his skills in basketball? He said it was spontaneous.

5. TRUE or FALSE: Elgin was finally able to play on an official basketball team in high school. TRUE

6. What was the nickname that Elgin Baylor’s fans gave him? Rabbit

7. Why didn’t Elgin Baylor go to college in Washington, D.C.? At that time all of the colleges in that area were whites only.

8. What other civil rights activist was mentioned in this book? Rosa Parks

9. Which NBA team did Elgin Baylor eventually play for? He played for the Lakers.

10.  TRUE or FALSE: The NBA was really popular at this time and had a huge fan following. FALSE The NBA didn’t have too many fan at this point.


Second Base

1. TRUE or FALSE: Elgin Baylor was quoted as saying “ Sometimes you have to sit down to stand up. TRUE

2. Why did Elgin sit out the game in West Virginia? He wasn’t allowed to eat in any of the restaurants in town. He wanted to be treated like a human being. He wanted the same rights as everyone else.

3. What rule did the NBA make after Elgin Baylor wasn’t allowed to eat in a restaurant?  They said that no NBA teams would stay in a hotel or eat in a restaurant that practiced discrimination.

4. Several times in the book it say that people did something every time Elgin Baylor played. What did they do? They stopped what they were doing and watched Elgin play.

5. TRUE or FALSE: The Lakers went to a “whites only” lunch counter and sat down until they were served. TRUE

6. How did the Lakers travel to their games at this time?  They traveled long distances in loud trains that were in poor condition.

7. TRUE or FALSE: Elgin Baylor was the first black student in Arkansas to sit in an all white classroom. TRUE

8. What professional basketball team did Elgin Baylor play on right after college? He played on the Minneapolis Lakers.

9. What city did the Lakers eventually move to? The team eventually moved to Los Angeles.

10.  Where did Elgin Baylor first go to college? He went to Idaho.


Third Base:

1. Where did Elgin Baylor go to high school? He went to an all black high school called Springarn High.

2. How old was Elgin when Rosa Parks sat down on a city bus? He was in college.

3. What year was Elgin Baylor drafted onto the Minneapolis, Lakers? 1958


4. What year was Elgin Baylor voted NBA Rookie of the year? 1959

5. Did fame cause Elgin Baylor to change? No, he stayed true to himself.

6. Who is the author of “Above the Rim”? Jen Bryant

7. Who is the illustrator of “Above the Rim”? Frank Morrison

8. Other than his civil rights activism, what was Elgin Baylor most famous for? He was famous for his acrobatic style of moving and shooting baskets.

9. Where did the Minneapolis Lakers move to? They moved to Los Angeles.

10. Where did Elgin Baylor grow up? He grew up in Washington D.C.


Homerun:

1. How many siblings does  Elgin Baylor have? He was the youngest of 5 siblings.


2. What season did the Lakers move from Minneapolis to Los Angeles? They moved in the 1960/1961 season.

3. What NBA team was Elgin Baylor a coach for? He was a coach for the New Orleans, Jazz

4. What personality qualities was Elgin Baylor famous for ? He was an extremely dedicated and hard worker. He was also incredibly artistic and creative with his basketball game.

5. Was Elgin Baylor ever part of the US military? Yes, he spent 6 months stationed in Fort Lewis, Washington as a member of the Army reserves.

6. 

