The Great Chicago Fire: Rising from the Ashes
Bluestem  Baseball


First Base:

1. What type of book is this? It’s historical fiction/ graphic novel

2. TRUE or FALSE: It was rumored that Kate O’Leary started the fire when she kicked over a lantern in her barn. That rumor was later proved untrue. TRUE

3. What were the buildings in Chicago built from at this time? All of the buildings were built of wood.

4. What was the weather like in the time right before the great Chicago fire? The city of Chicago was experiencing a great drought.

5. Why was Kate O’Leary blamed for the fire? She was an Irish immigrant & during that time Irish immigrants were treated unfairly.

6. TRUE or FALSE: The fire jumped over two rivers as it engulfed the city. TRUE

7. What finally put the fire out after two days? There was a big rainstorm that finally extinguished the fire.

8. The end of the book talks about the World’s fair in Chicago. Why did the authors include both events in this book? They wanted to talk about how people are able to  overcome difficult situations.

9. What big structure was created for the world’s fair in 1893? A giant ferris wheel created by inventor George Ferris.

10. TRUE or FALSE: Where Mrs. O’leary’s house once stood; you can now find one of Chicago’s largest training centers for firefighters. TRUE




Second Base:

1. What are the names of the two children at the beginning of the book? J.P. and Franny

2. What is the name of the puppy at the beginning of the book? Lucky

3. Where did Franny and J.P. swim the two nights that the fire raged? They slept in the water.

4. What type of fruit did Franny sell in the book? She sold apples.

5. At the end of the book, Franny is all grown up. What does she say the fireworks at the world’s fair remind her of? She says they remind her of the Great Chicago Fire.

6. Do Franny and J.P. find their family after the great fire? Yes, they find their family and Lucky the puppy finds her family too.

7. How were fires reported to the fire department at this time? There were only certain people who were able to report them. “Responsible citizens were given keys to the alarm boxes.

8. How did Franny and J.P. get separated from their parents in the first place? They were trying to bring Lucky the puppy back to their aunt and uncle’s house.

9. What was used to put out fires at this time? They used horse drawn steam engines to put out fires at this time.

10. Was the great Chicago fire the only fire at that time? No, there had been many fires all summer long. In fact, firefighters had spent 18 hours the day before putting out a big fire.






Third Base:

1. When did the Great Chicago fire happen? October 8, 1871

2. How many people were killed in the Great Chicago fire? 300 people were killed in the Great Chicago Fire

3. How did Mrs. O’leary feel about the fact that she was falsely blamed for the fire? She was devastated. Relatives said she died of a broken heart.

4. What was Mrs. O’leary actually doing when the fire broke out? She was in her bed asleep.

5. How do experts think the fire actually happened? There are a lot of theories. They think that maybe someone broke into the O’leary’s barn and accidentally started the fire. They also think that young men may have accidentally started the fire by having a party in the barn.

6. How many people faced almost immediate starvation after the Great Chicago Fire? Almost 30,000 people faced starvation after the fire.

7. How was the city rebuilt after the fire? Donations poured in from all over the country.

8. What was used to build houses and buildings after the fire? Building codes required that buildings were built out of bricks and steel rather than wood.

9. Chicago’s first public library was built from a donation after the fire. Who made the donation? Queen Victoria and the British people.

10.  Where was the first public library in Chicago built? It was built inside an empty water tank.

Homerun:

1. What are “fire devils”? They are whirling pockets of flames fueled by gas and windy conditions.

2. Chicago has four stars on its city flag. Each star represents events in Chicago’s history. Which two events represented in this book are represented on the flag. The Great Chicago Fire and the world’s fair


3. The tallest building during the time of the story was 17 floors high. Which Chicago landmark is it? The Auditorium Theater

4. The beginning of the book features a passage written by a historic figure. Who wrote the passage at the beginning of this book? John McNalis, Chicago Fire Department chaplain

5. How many miles worth of city sidewalks did the fire destroy? The fire destroyed 120 miles worth of sidewalks.

6. How did the authors differentiate between the non-fcition and the fiction sections of the book? The fiction sections are written in speech bubbles. The non-fiction parts are written in yellow boxes.

7. Why do you think it’s important to learn about these historical events? It teaches us mistakes from the past. It also teaches us how people can overcome even difficult situations.






