The Spirit of Springer Bluestem Baseball


First Base:

1. What type of animal is Springer? Springer is an orca whale.

2. Is “The Spirit of Springer” fiction or nonfiction? It’s nonfiction. 

3. TRUE or FALSE; Springer was seen swimming all alone.  TRUE

4. Do orca whales generally travel in groups or do they swim alone? Orca whales always travel in groups or pods.

5. TRUE or FALSE: Springer would rub up against ferries and boats trying to snuggle. She was looking for love and affection. TRUE

6. How did the veterinarian’s figure out what pod that Springer belonged to? They figured it out by listening to the noises she made.

7. How did the vet’s move Springer? They used a crane on a huge barge to move her.

8. TRUE or FALSE: The First Nation’s people played beautiful music from the shore as Springer was rescued? TRUE

9. What type of animals swirled above as Springer was released into the water? Eagles swirled above as she was released into the water.

10. What Orca pod did the veterinarian’s think that Springer belonged to? They thought she belonged to the “A” pod.

Second Base:

1. Who were the human’s that worked with Springer? Lance and Dr. Dave

2. Did Springer connect with the first “A pod” that she came across in the ocean? No, she didn’t connect with them.

3. Why did the vets and animal workers not spend time with Springer while she was in captivity? They didn’t want her to become attached to them. They were afraid if they spent too much time with her, she would have a hard time readjusting to the wild. 

4. What did the vets use to get the sores off Springer’s body? They gave her a log to play with. The log helped rub the yucky skin off of her.

5. TRUE or FALSE: At the end of the book Springer has her own baby. TRUE

6. Did Springer recognize the calls of other A pod whales when she was in captivity? She did recognize the calls and started to vocalize back to them.

7. Who first discovered Springer by herself? A ferry worker

8. Who is the author of “The Spirit of Springer”? Amanada Abler

9. How do scientists and vets identify the different whates? They have placed tracking devices on the animals.

10. TRUE or FALSE: Both scientists who worked with Springer had been interested in marine animals since they were children. TRUE

Third Base:

1. What were the names of the whales that Springer joined up with?  Nodales and Nawhitti

2. What year was Springer first discovered? Springer was discovered in January of 2002.

3. What is Springer’s first baby’s name? Spirit

4. When Springer was released into the wild, it was a long time before she was seen again. How long was it? It was well over a year.

5. Did Springer join up with a pod right away when she was released? No, at first she swam alone for several days. The scientists were concerned that she wouldn’t join up with a pod.

6. How did Springer learn to stay away from people and boats? The other whales taught her that once she was released.

7. Are whale pods led by mother whales or father whales. Whale pods are led by mother whales.


8. Did the whales in Springer’s pod swim through two countries as they migrated each year? Yes, the whales swam through both the United States and Canada.

9. What else did the scientists do in addition to listening to Springer’s calls to identify her pod? The scientists took a skin sample from Springer to look at Springer’s DNA.

HOMERUN:

1. Where was Springer found? Puget Sound

2. Where can you find Springer online? Orcalab.org

3. How long are orca whales? Orca whales are between 16 and 26 feet.

4. What date was Springer released from captivity after being healed? She was released July 14, 2002

5. What is the name of Springer’s second baby? Little Storm is Springer’s second baby. There is a picture of Storm swimming with her mama in the index of the book.

6. How much do orcas weigh? 1 ½ to 6 tons.

7. Tell us a little about orca whale communication. Orcas calls can travel many miles underwater. Due to the fact that seeing is so hard underwater, orcas use sound to communicate with each other and to “see” underwater. Orcas “see” underwater by using echolocation.  The orca makes a bunch of  clicks that echo off their surroundings. The echos help them navigate their surroundings.


