Bluestem Baseball: Caterpillar Summer

First Base:

1. The main characters are a brother and a sister. What are their names? Cat and Chicken

2. What kind of contest does Cat enter? She enters a fishing contest.

3. Who do Cat and Chicken visit on Gingerbread Island? They visit their grandparents Macon and Lily.

4. TRUE or FALSE: Chicken often runs away from situations when he feels overwhelmed. TRUE

5. What kind of relationship do Cat and Chicken have with their grandparents at the beginning of the story? They have never met their grandparents and don’t know them at all. 

6. Where do Cat, Chicken and their mom live? They live in San Francisco.


7. What happened to Cat and Chicken’s dad? He died following a battle with cancer four years ago.

8. What gift does Macon (Cat’s grandpa) fix up for her in the book? He fixes up a bike that belonged to  Cat’s mother when she was a girl. 

9. What is the genre of this book? It is a fiction book.

10. How does Cat feel about always being responsible for her brother, Chicken? She loves her brother, but sometimes she feels resentful that she has to take care of him all of the time.





Second Base:


1. Towards the end of the story Chicken runs away. All of the adults in the family and the entire town is searching for him. Where do they find Chicken? He is in the elevator at his grandparents house.

2. What does Chicken pretend that the laundry basket is? Chicken likes to pretend the laundry basket is a boat.

3. Why does Cat enter the fishing contest? She wants to beat John Harvey. She wants to spend time with her mom and her grandfather.

4. What kind of job does Cat and Chicken’s mom have? She writes and illustrates children’s books.

5. What is the name of the island where Cat and Chicken’s grandparents live? The island is named Gingerbread Island.

6. How did Cat first meet John Harvey and all of the island boys? She met them when they were rolling down the sand dunes.

7. Who does Cat go for walks with in the morning? She goes for walks with her grandfather, Macon.

8. What are the names of the characters in Mom’s book series? Caterpillar and Chicken.

9. Who is Cat’s friend who she hoped to visit in Atlanta? Rishi

10. Who is the friend Cat makes on Gingerbread island? She makes friends with Harriet. Harriet is her grandparent’s neighbor.





Third Base:

1.  Mom writes books about characters called Caterpillar and Chicken. Who does she base these characters on? She bases the characters on Cat and Chicken.

2. What are Cat and Chicken’s real names? Catherine and Henry.

3. Does Chicken usually feel comfortable with strangers and people he just meets? How does he feel about Macon and Lily (grandma and grandpa)? He is usually not comfortable with strangers.  He feels right at ease with his grandparents right away.

4. Who teaches Cat how to fish? Her grandfather, Macon.

5. Compare how Cat liked being on Gingerbread Island with how she actually  felt she would feel about Gingerbread Island. Did she think she would like being there?  She thought she would hate being on Gingerbread Island, but she ended up loving it.

6. Who is the author of “Caterpillar Summer”? Gillian McDunn.

7. How did John Harvey and his brothers cheat at the fishing contest? They used cinder blocks to create a place where the fish would hide.

8. Where did Cat place in the fishing contest? She got second place.

9. The original plan for the summer was to visit Rishi and his family. Why did that plan change? Rishi’s grandmother had a stroke. Rishi and his family had to go to India and take care of her.

10. How long did the fishing contest last? It lasted all day long.


Homerun:

1. What kind of animals did Macon and Cat see on their early morning walk? They saw sea turtles.

2. What special thing did Macon make for Lily before their walk? He always made her a creamy cup of hot chocolate.

3. Several times in the book Macon talked about doing  something for others. What did he say was the most important thing to do? He said the most important thing to do was just to show up.

4. What state is Gingerbread Island in? North Carolina.

5. What was John Harvey’s dog’s name? Dixie

6. John Harvey’s family owned a business. What kind of business was it? It was a miniature golf course.

7. Lily (grandma) made lots of food throughout the book. What were some of the things she made? She made pimento cheese, biscuits, waffles




